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The Mimbres and Gila vallevs This study found data from three Gila River

ded 4 forti y Comparison between these two locations and time periods revealed that there were differences in plant material identified. These results sites (Ormand, Woodrow, Gila Cliff Dwellings)
provi _e oasgs an _ ertie _ may suggest differences in availability or cultural usage of native plants. and two Mimbres River sites (NAN, Harris) to
lands in an arid region. While . .

L examine recorded plant evidence.
extensive irrigation systems
were constructed to grow PLANTS SEPARATED BY TIME PLANTS COMMON TO ALL SITES PLANTS SEPARATED BY VALLEY Forty families of plants were identified in at
maize, squash, and beans, least one of the five sites reviewed.
native plants were important Classic Mimbres Sites only Upper Gila River Valley
to Supplement dlets and SOIOnaceae- PLANT REMAINS ARCHAEOLOGY SITES BY LOCATION AND TIME
prOVIde med|C|n.e. Nat|Ve | Mentzelia_BIazing Star DaturL.Ja haS | Asteraceae_ __ GiIa\rAIIRivzrValleySitecs”fD _ II\\:ILnl:Ib;esR:verV:lleYsgtes
p|antS aISO prOV|ded materla|S can prOV|de food from ha”UCInOgenlC and Cocklebur_ Seeds i e orCommon ame 1;::_ gos_iiemo 130T:450 85:';(3100 S
for bl.JlldIng, baSketS, and itS Seeds and rOOtS. It tOXIC propertles_ Of the COCklebur 14::;:;iff Classic Mimbres Cliff Phase “’(I:II;s;:ZS N(IIII:I::ZS
clothing. has been used Depicted in were ground and e I - —
medicinally by various Mimbres style made into cakes. R T T : x : :
- - . . Asparagaceae Agave (g); Yucca (g) X m-s, | X p
The Gila River is a tribes to treat stomach pottery, seeds T T
tributary of the problems. have been found in e T
Colorado River. The dwellings. T | * —
fertile soils of its | | Martyniaceae- EEEIZE:E_ cc;/fp;’g(ﬁ;(gj;d:tfdt ol i :
floodplain make the Vlta(?eae-wnd grapes Devil’'s Claw pods o R I — x :
region inviting for provide a source of were used in basket T — T Fo— i —
agriculture. food. The vines can be making; they e Z:gfizréla(g);spurée f :
used in basket - - T g ot - x i .
making Salaceae- provide black fiber. . R R z
| o ' willow is Secondarily, they - x *
The Mlmbres Rlver IS a . Were used aS a Loaceae Mentelia (g); Stickleaf X X
. . CO m m O n I n Malvaceae mallow p
Closed-baSIn rlver. ItS riparian fOOd' mz:r:grliir?::::e I[\)ﬂe(;//illtjgccla(\g)'carpetweed - X
waters are sourced from habitats: it is L — f :

. - - - J Papaveraceae Argemone (g); Prickly poppy X
mountain run-ofl. e Cliff Phase Period Sites Only used to make Mimbres River Valley e : i
Va e Oor IS a VaS Poaceae Phragmites (g); Common reed X

. .)/ .ﬂ d I . f baS ketS , a n d Eorceae; (Gramineae) ira/sses (( )? - . X
rlparlan OO P alln O Cucurbitaceae- Wild aS medicine Or' L ] M. Por»;lgjlacaceae Por)tl“glaca(g)%F”urslane f-c X X X
arld and Semlarld Iand Melon Some tea amlnaceae- Int 2:::22:2 SPZf::I(gg;l;sv(vg“)l;O:ttonwood :x X

varieties are very has medicina T z
bitter, and O’'odham propertles' It IS Elrl:aacc;a;t ;Z/éife(fi e : p
. . Verbenaceae Verbena (g) Vervain X
hIStory reports thelr .lfjse'd e'Spec?Ia”y Vli(t:uizeharts mbols: x- IGratpe ted/ m- tanic find/ w- wood (constructi f'x d)/ c- charred/ |- | fib X/ - seed fn']t/ -
use for deodorant and Or IndlgeStlon- pollen/ h- found in association with human remains/ FA- molecular evidence (fatty acid)
repelling fleas.
Research Overview g\steﬂraceae-wnd Temporally, 16 families were exclusive to
unriower . : .
The purpose of this study was to examine evidences of interactions _ ided d Papaveraceae- Classic Mimbres sites, and 8 were Only found
between humans and native plants during the Classic Mimbres (AD Boraginaceae- provided seeds _p at Cliff Phase sites.
1000-1130) and Cliff Phase (AD 1300-1450). Variations in floral Borage seeds are and roots as food. Prickly poppy has
finds betweerj thg_ two time periods provide insight into potential difficult to harvest The pith was used prgperties similar to
resource availability. ; : : . :
| | o | | o but high in oil. The like chewing gum, oploid poppies, and
To achieve this goal, an e>_<am|nat|9n_ of previously published flpdlngs ' and the pitCh could may have been used
was undertaken. Along with examining reports of macrobotanic, leaves can be eaten . .
microbotanic, and pollen evidence, consideration of pottery was also . be used like a as a sedative or Acknowledgments
. or used medicinally. .
included. putty. analgesic.
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