Archaeology is a scientific profession critical to understanding the story humans have:
wiitten on the world over the course of our history. However, unlike many areas of
scientific study, the “subjects” of that inquiry are, ultimately, people, leading to a complex
question of ethics surrounding the treatment of evidence and its place in the
archaeological story. Telling that story is not only the archaeologist's job, it is what they.
must considerer when deciding how data are gathered, what is done with it, and how we
interact with living communities. Three virtues, already present in archaeological
practices, could provide comprehensive moral guidance as we tell the story of the past.
Whetherwe gather enough fesourcas toellas much ofitha story as possible contributes

o our integrity. Representing pastipeopic accurately and cnsuring their
protected helpS ensure justice. Ensuringithe voices of theif'descendants are heard, as
many, havefthe knowledge of their culture needed o tgll other sides of the sfohy, promotes
cooperation 4THese Virtues eah povide moral guidanice forarchaeolooy wihich flourishes
a,stience of people  for people:

Excavation methods, scientific inquiry, recording and preservation of materials, all lead to
us living out the integrity inherent within moden archaeology, while encouraging us to
make the most of the resources we have, both in the ground and out

Archaeology with Integrity
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Working to accurately understand and represent the evidence, we ensure that the people
whose cultures, achievements, and ideas we study through the materials and places that
they left behind are not stripped of the creative and technological praise they earned
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Archaeology with Justice

Moralty with a commitment to cooperation does not seem to be contradicted in any
fundamental way by the morality stated by advisors of the Hopi, Tohono O'odham,
Western Apache or Zuni tribes, respectively, allowing for more discourse between
Western archaeologists and those who have valuable cultural insights
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Archaeology with Cooperation
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Living the virtues, the archeologist could change the face of ethical archaeology and be a
powerful force for change and education, scientific study and humanitarian collaboration
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Archaeology with a Bright, Ethical and Most Importantly, Human Future
Through Ethics of Virtue

[}/ Archaeology Southwest

Archaeology as a scientific study has come a long way from the cabinets of curiosities that once populated
the collections of the elite. Methodologies, legislature, cultural sensitivity and humane ideals have pushed
archaeologists to consider many ethical elements underlying the general scientific pursuit.




