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) y focused their
research on understanding the lives and identites of people who ved outside core cltural
areas. Ariz

but the Mimbres core is believed to be the Mimbres River Valley area. The York Duncan \Ialley
lies at the far western edge of the Mimbres region, and understudied area heavily impacted
by looting and land modification. Using new data derived from survey and local informant
knowledge, we investigate how regional affiliation and identity shifted through time in the

valley by analyzing material culture.
% We address these q using (Gilman
2018) in her research on identity i

Gilman argues that daily making

potte reflect and grou

membershlp Gilman suggesls that whlle some edge communities’ dentiies nd |
were separ rom those in d, they were

long-term, constant and s(able until at least the end of the Classic period ca. A.D. 1130.

» T d affiiations in our h
architecture, site sizes and densities, pottery Iypes and sequences, ratios of Mimbres style
n i verst and types of non-local

pottery with those of the Mimbres core area.

Mimbres Style il pots
from the Tyler (FS-19)
" and Stillman (F5-74) sites |
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% Inthe York-Duncan Valley, we see an archliecmral shiffrom pithouses to
the

o Structural site

Classi i irroring architectural change in the
= 1-10 rooms
B 11-25 rooms % However, kiva or large pithouse ritual structures found in the Late Pithouse
W5 period and plazas linked to the Classic period appear to be absent or n

visible on the surface in York-Duncan Valley settlement patterns, unlike the
Mimbres Valley. Local informant site descriptions only rarely reference the.
existence of ritual structures in either chronological period.
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+ Classic occupations in the York-

Duncan Valley are fewer and smaller
comparison to those in the
Mimbres Valley. Only 12 Classic sites
wiith surface architecture have been
identified in the York-Duncan Valley, in
comparison with the Mimbres Valley’s
170 occupations.
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— Mimbres Valley

— York-Duncan
Valley

‘The chart to the left shows an
cervalley comparison of structural
sites normalized by the number of
kilometers surveyed in each valley.
Even after normalization, the Mimbres
core area shows a much higher
population during the Classic period.

Late Archaic

Comparison of sites per kilometer surveyed in the York-Duncan Valley and

Mimbres Valley
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York-Duncan Valley Classic sites.
typically include 12-15 rooms. In
contrast, Mimbres core settlement
patterns suggest that much of its
greater population aggregated into
very large settlements of more than
200 rooms.
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Mimbres Style ll ceramic vessels.
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Material Culture

+ Surface assemblage data acquired through survey, informant descriptions, and photos of pots
removed from York-Duncan Valley the 19805 show the entire sequence of Mimbres-
Mogollon pottery from the Early Pithouse period (AD 200~ 750) to the Mimbres Classic period.
Furthe, [k the core Mimbres Valley ares, Late Phhouse sssembiages include Hohokam

ibe Late Pithouse Hohokam burials

landscape.

present on th

“ Unlike the core Mimbres area, however, in the York-Duncan Valley, relations with the hohokam
appear to have extended into the Classic period. Hohokam pottery with production periods
covering the Mimbres Classic were found in several sites in the York-Duncan Valley. Pottery from
the Reserve area is present in both research area sites and the Mimbres Valley.

“ Gilman (2018) notes that the ratio
of Mimbres Style 11l B/W
representational and geometric
designs on pottery are one of
several measures reflecting
chosen social identity and

3%

B Geometric

OIndeterminate

relationships.
m Represen- % In the York-Duncan Valley, we
tational studied photos of whole pots
taken from research area sites in
the 1980s. Six of 65 Late Style Il
and Style Il vessels from 4 sites, or
9.23 percent, showed
Ratio Mir imagery.
Late Style Il and Sly\e 1l pottery in the York-Duncan Valley,
based on analysis of photos that include ceramic vessels % Two bowls, one each from the

taken from sites in the York-Duncan Valley in the 19805

site (FS-79)(right) show stylized
fish figures that may symbolize the
Hero Twins, a possible linkage to
Mesoamerican imagery. A local
informant also described finding
the burial of a macaw at the Tyler
site in the 1980s.

“ In contrast, In the Mimbres Valley, 30-34 percent of Style Iil pottery sherds found in
Classi ions have ional designs (Gilman 2018)

“ Gilman's research showed that In peripheral areas in the San Simon region and New
Mexico’s Upper Gila Drainage, representational designs are virtually absent.

Conclusions

+ Similarities in architecture and ceramic sequences from AD 750 — 1130 suggest that people
in the York-Duncan Valley had stable and long-lasting relations with the Mimbres core area.
However, stark differences in population size and the ration of representational to
geometric designs in Mimbres Style ll pottery suggest they had a  separate identity. Funher,
people in the York-Duncan
the west well into the Cla

with th
period, unlike the Mimbres aver Valley residents.




