0| Archaeology Southwest Insights into the Salado Phenomenon from the Clitt Valley

Stephen L. Uzzle! and Karen Gust Schollmeyer? ggf_l'_':i'ég
1Cochise College and *Archaeology Southwest

Introduction Salado Conclusion
In southwest New Mexico, Salado occupations (AD 1300- During the late 1200s, farmers from the Kayenta area of w3 ML The three CIiff Valley sites examined here generally fit the
1450+) are known as Cliff phase and characterized by adobe northeastern Arizona left their homeland and moved southeast. ' Rm??';k short-term sedentism model, although they also show some
construction and Roosevelt Redware pottery. Archaeologists As they settled in southern Arizona and New Mexico, their ) Interesting variability.
working primarily in the Mimbres Valley have proposed that traditions intertwined with Mogollon and Hohokam practices
Cliff phase sites represented short-term sedentary occupations already present in these areas. « Wall foundations, adobe materials, and wall alignment

by farmers who moved frequently between valleys. Frequent
movement allowed valley resources to recover between short

iIndicate accretional growth at all three sites. Gila River Farm
and Ormand Village grew more rapidly. Variation in cimientos
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meet expectations for the short-term sedentism model, | s
although some site occupations here were longer than those Iin ) ]
the Mimbres Valley.
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occupations. K‘% yventa/Tusayan UT | co " R and poorly aligned walls at Dinwiddie suggest comparatively
This study evaluates the short-term sedentism model in the ., SegazlinMesa £ neskani village A

upper Gila area by focusing on three large villages: Dinwiddie, i B - .. s e  Remodeling was rare at Gila River Farm and Ormand Village,
Ormand Village, and Gila River Farm. These sites generally Betatakin wyhumel 1Ok Rock \ C —— | and more common at Dinwiddie. Floor replastering was

common at Gila River Farm and Dinwiddie, but rare at Ormand
Village. Although most rooms were not used for long enough to
require remodeling, rooms were commonly occupied long
enough to need floor repairs due to wear from foot traffic. This

Dinwiddie (LA106003) suggests these sites were used more intensively than
previously thought, despite the scarcity of trash.

— ««+ Feature

- = = = Roomblock

2o Ao b S B
T R Lt 3:5‘- 4 4 - 5 Y

The Short-Term Sedentism Model

: : The Dinwiddie site is an 80—100 room adobe pueblo located
The short-term sedentism model is based on three key Glla River Farm (LA39315) west of Cliff, NM on Duck Creek west of the Gl?la River. Three * The lack of trash middens supports the short-term sedentism
characteristics of Cliff phase villages in the Mimbres Valley: This site is located north of Clif. NM on a low alluvial fan west room blocks are preserved; a fourth was destroyed by model; s!tes were not mhablte(_j Ipng enough to produce a
ke AN R ekl of the Gila River. Architecture consists of about 80 rooms in mechanical disturbance. The site was partially excavated in substantial amount of trash. Similarly, a general lack of trash
1. Lack of trash middens (indicating short village occupations) } i "“’f"‘"”"”y“"f"“""e ; N k- The Archacol Southwest / University of the late 1960s by avocational archaeologists, and tested in under _floors Indicates less intensive occupation despite
2. General lack of remodeling and superimposed features Y. i ourroom DIOCKS. 1Ne Arcnacology southw IVersity 2013-2015 by the Archaeology Southwest/University of accretional growth of rooms.

. : B e Arizona 2016-2017 field school conducted the excavations.
(indicating short room use-lives) .,

3. Substantial variability between valleys and widespread

Arizona Preservation Archaeology Field School.
Although expectations for the short-term sedentism model

o . N . o, B TSR G E . -All wall foundations consist of single-coursed cimientos (more o . - - -
distribution of artifact styles (indicating thinly spread | e A St PRy )/ B ra rapid growth) J ( « Wall foundations include single-coursed and double-coursed were met, the Cliff VaIIey_ sites show LRI evidence for
populations and noncontemporaneous valley occupations) LN 4 iRl AN & S e w i T | st el S T cimientos (accretional growth) intensive use than the Mimbres Valley sites the model was
[ e AV, Point of Pi ang - stsh ow several different adobe materials (accretiona * Walls don’t line up well (accretional growth) based on. In particular, some structural remodeling, more
® Los Muertos Besh-Ba-Gowah ey e [ : - ,""; = rOW . . g . .
v o S e S -Vs s | ) 1 but ¢ cont tional but ranid » Several rooms have remodeled walls and floor features (long frequent floor replastering, and variability in construction
PNl & s N SN S alls line up well but are not continuous (accretional but rapi use) between rooms and among the three sites all indicate longer
Casa Grande (? Sl T \N —.v"" au ~ 8 ormand Vi”‘ageié;f:f S ’. I I I I
“ Flieger e .~ N 5 CmR = S Y grOWth) _ _ _ e Several room floors rep'astered (Continuous use) and more continuous OCCUpat|OnS in the CIiff Va”ey
| ) Hilgae NN G = *No room remodeling, occasional feature remodeling (short : : :
Sinale course of \, e .ﬁ' ‘ 78 * No clear midden or trash under floors (less intensive use)
g B R W U use) Resource depletion has been a recurring problem for
cobble cimientos by Davis Ranch sidy AR s S floors replastered ntin p. ) : 9p :
e i NJose SR gt | ome room floors replastered (continuous use) sedentary agriculturalists worldwide. In other regions,
o g \ *No clear midden, only one room with trash under floor (less approaches to soil depletion included letting fields lie fallow

% intensive use) without moving villages, or adding soil amendments. Short-

| ’ R term sedentism may have allowed soil and other wild
resources to regenerate at a valley scale, addressing multiple
NORTH ROOM BLOCK sources of depletion. Continuing research on soils, plant and
animal remains, and more precise dating of Cliff phase
occupations will allow us to investigate the extent to which

-~ Double course of
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In order to test the model in the CIiff Valley, we collected

several types of architectural data that provide information on Expressions of Salado show regional variability. The Long walls within room short-term sedentism eased pressure on local resources.
the length of site occupations, length and intensity of room multiethnic Cliff phase communities in southwest New Mexico blocks at Gila River Farm | RSP REM LB
use, and site construction sequences. are characterized by adobe architecture and Roosevelt consist of multiple
Redware (Salado Polychrome) pottery. This pottery combines segments rather than
« Wall footings or cimientos are stones forming the bases of Kayenta decorative elements, integrative Mesoamerican ggﬁsifﬂ'founoﬁowmg
adobe walls. Variations in footing construction reveal iconography, and Mogollon traditions like smudged vessel they were not built in one
temporal and/or cultural variability. interiors. construction episode. e

STRUCTURE

« Adobe used for wall construction may vary within sites,
showing temporal and/or cultural variability in construction

techniques. Cliff White-on-red
bowl from Dinwiddie

- Site layout, wall corner alignments, and bonding and abutting showing Salado
decoration and a

patterns in walls indicate how quickly villages were built and

_ smudged interior.
how they grew over time.

Ormand Village (LA5793)

Ormand Village is located just south of Cliff, NM on a terrace
west of the Gila River. Architecture consists of four adobe
room blocks, with possible Late Archaic and Early Mogollon
pithouses beneath. Excavations by the Museum of New
Mexico took place in 1965-1966.

 Structural remodeling of rooms or floor features indicates the e e
length of room use (either through repeated reoccupations or Mealing bins are

continuous occupation). characteristic
Mogollon area
features, and show

 Floor replastering in rooms indicates the length of
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* No clear midden; very little trash under floors (shorter use)



