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Strange Birds: Avian Remains in the Upper Gila and Mimbres Drainages

Karen Gust Schollmeyer, Archaeology Southwest

Bird remains in the Mimbres region Bird representation over time 1.4 - Rare birds in interesting contexts
Bird remains are seldom abundant in archaeological assemblages * Birds very uncommon relative to mammals in 1.2 « Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia). wing AD 500—-1000 in upper
in the Mimbres region of southwest New Mexico. Despite their all areas and time periods &5 Gila (Saige-McFarland kiva fill)
relatively low frequency, bird remains are often from interesting or * Important taxa most common AD 200-1300 < « Barn owl (Tyto alba): pair of wings AD 500-1000 in Mimbres
unusual archaeological contexts, and provide information on * Turkeys much more abundant than other birds ‘;é“ N - Valley (Old Town kiva subfloor)
cultural practices and local and regional environmental conditions. AD 200-1300 20.8 —Ravens and jays * Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor): wing AD 500—-1000 in Mimbres
* Low overall bird abundance means individual 2 Quails Valley (Old Town kiva roof)
This study examines data from over 70 archaeological deposits have a substantial effect on these ;go_a Iﬂurkeys I « Turkey vulture (Cathartes aura). cranium AD 1000-1130 in
. . . . . =—iviaCaws an arrots . . . . . .
assemblages from the Mimbres region, including the Reserve measures (discussed below) £ P eastern Mimbres (Flying Fish site room fill); complete interment
upper San Francisco), upper Gila, Mimbres Valley, and eastern « Birds nearly absent from eastern Mimbres 5 0.4 AD 1300-1450+ in eastern Mimbres (Roadmap site room fill
y y S0 P
Mimbres drainage areas. Bird use varies over time at a regional area assemblages * Loon (Gavia sp.), heron or egret (Ardea sp.), and hawk (Buteo
scale, with changes in the relative abundance of important taxa. 0.2 ~ ~_ ‘x Jamaicensis) limbs (legs and wings) in upper Gila (Gila River
Specific taxa are also linked to particular types of cultural %\ ~ Farm room floor)
deposits. 0 — ——— * Mourning dove (Zenaida macroura). two partial interments AD
pre-AD 200 500-1000 in Reserve area (Luna village kiva feature) and upper
. : _ TN . Gila (Wind Mountain)
199%6 | ' \ f_’”,--f'y | \ _';;. Lﬂ: Ik.“ﬂ__ - - - --n-
;. _w}_ ”,,——H ;' y .:‘x ; _ lf-;,f" %1__ : . . . .
N 11 g2 )/ - /) Contexts of bird interments, all areas and time periods
M e - (// /. 100%
_ Qo - 2RV, Y %
- I Y Y S~ o Important bird taxa in time and space g e
) N LY N ) e & __f’{ '“'.\ - c:> 80% -
W = A N\ Eagles, hawks, and falcons 5 0% -
LA\ IR N\ ) = N Lo Accipitridae and Falconidae present in every time period S o |
\ MVougtiprgees, . L Y/ - N e 52 { ¢ . . . . . . . . . . . . = 20% m Eagles, hawks, and falcons
() g U & Noloat AN 5;E\L "‘ésg{ « Species of note include red-tailed hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), ferruginous hawks (B. regalis), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), American kestrel (Falco sparverius), S 400 . Crfws e ang magpies
e 2] ALCR TANV A% oYl - L. E and prairie falcons (F. mexicanus) § 0 | Owls o
< SUYRY L) -- c-"‘g“ “p _Jﬁ- ¢ Consequences « Most abundant AD 500-1130 in Reserve area (especially Luna Village), upper Gila (especially Wind Mountain), and Mimbres Valley (especially Montezuma) s 7 Turkeys
7 X )0 fi8 D L far B ( » Hawk burials in Reserve area (Hough, Wood Canyon), upper Gila (Wind Mountain), and Mimbres Valley (NAN Ranch, Montoya) 20% T 4 ® Parrots and macaws
| 21 ; 2 % %fﬁ:;iig « Golden eagle burials in upper Gila (Wind Mountain) and Mimbres Valley (Swarts and NAN Ranch) 10%
5 14 “ (1Y 4 A - 5F { - Kestrel and falcon burials in Reserve area (Luna Village) and Mimbres Valley (NAN Ranch) 0% R
~ | UPPER a 32 ¥ jlas y N et e N @ N o & <@ &
j GILA ix; k‘: Silver v 35 Tu 30 %ﬁ R ). _%‘ A Oo\ &0 \66 (&b\ c:\\\
\ B/ N, City ! ) § 99 48 .46 Ao Q & < \2 gQQ’
713 | “;3,- - \ e/ SAELEIE Gm-’fﬂ'e OO(0 0(0 > \\\’(\
o { \J N \ J‘ ol - . . . . < & \)@ 0\
AL Giig 1, M7 | T 54 —o— 55 Important bird taxa by time period and area Crows, jays, and magples & IS
5 N | | 100% Corvidae species of note include common raven (Corvus corax) Y
15 43"_;33 90% and Mexican jay (Aphelocoma ultramarina)
/2 MIMBRES . _ : : . .
z TR e o 80% Most abundant AD 550 1QOO in the Res_.erve area (espemall;_/ Contexts of bird interments
> W | 5 S Fence Corner and Luna Village) and Mimbres Valley (especially
Sk A | ” ‘;ff 2 70% Old Town and Beauregard) _ | _ _
Zl = ( Sl 5 60%  Corvidae interment in the Mimbres Valley (NAN Ranch midden) * Most interred bird taxa occur in a variety of contexts
o | 27 2 w0 ; | | - Jay interments in the Reserve area (Hough, possibly Luna * Owils (barn owl, nighthawk, burrowing owl) and Corvidae (jay
é 33 0 - i : mEagles, hawks, and falcons Village) and upper Gila (Fornholt); all associated with kiva and raven) strongly associated with kivas
K = Am1zonal ExiCo s P o revensand magples features + Birds interred with human remains most often macaws and
Kilometers | | 5 30% Turkeys parrots, occasionally hawks or turkeys
DI=M:=4|U , _ E 20% ~_ mParrots and macaws ]
les UNITED STATES 42 4 Qualils
- e © e o 10% 1 |11 1 111 Odontophoridae species of note include Gambel’s quail (Callipepla
é;c;]r;?lcxaéc;gelrc;\g?:s contributing assemblages to this project. Map by Catherine Gilman; adapted from 0% oo l 2 gambelii), scaled qua” (C squamata), and Montezuma qua”
& R %Q«:fc‘af’&g@% %Q,«:f’c‘ai‘;?g@% Q,«:f@ﬁ%g@% %Q,ifc‘ai‘;gg&% (Certonyx montezumae)
<3 RO SO S AR A  Present in small numbers in many assemblages
| tant bird t @’;‘:" ’f}@ ’;i;%@ ’j}’@ ’;‘}@ « Most abundant AD 1000-1130 in the Mimbres Valley (especially
mportant DIrd axa Pre-AD 200  AD200-550  AD550-1000  AD 1000-1130 AD 1130-1300 AD 1300-1450+ Old Town)
* One interment from the Mimbres Valley (NAN Ranch midden)
Some taxa stood out as more common than other birds; these
important taxa were represented by more than 10 elements in any Turkeys
drainage area and time period (interments and partial interments Meleagris gallopavo may be wild or domestic in this area P'O_‘”Qts and macaws
were counted as one occurrence). Additional taxa with smaller » Period of greatest abundance heavily influenced by individual site assemblages: Psittacidae species of note include scarlet macaw (Ara macao),
numbers of identified specimens (NISP) but particularly + AD 200-500: 20 specimens from the SU site (at least 5 individuals) | military macaw (Ara militaris), and thick-billed parrot (Rhynchopsitta
. t t t Xt I t d  AD 1130-1300: 263 specimens from the HOUgh site (116 from one k|Va) and 33 paChyrhynCha) Supported by the National Science Foundation undergrantBCS—-1524079 (with co-PI Michael Diehl). Figures adapted from art by Will Russellin
EIESTING CONIEAS WETE |0 notes. specimens from the Gila Cliff Dwellings * Imported from the south and very rare in every time period N e 201 ek ey rendeand coleagues o e rovdedaccssto gl dtasls andcolectors o sssted
e Most genera“zed abundance AD 1000-1130 in the Mimbres Va”ey and Reserve areas  Most abundant AD 1000-1130 in the Mimbres Valley Canngn,DarreIICreeI,Rc;bertDe Bry, William Qillesp,ie,PatriciaGiIman,MicheIIe Hegmon, Karl I_.aumbach,StephenLgk’son,.NicoIe.Matr’lw_ichand
Important taxa in th|S StUdy belong tO SiX taxonomiC grOUpS: . Somewhat common AD 550_1000 in the same tWO areas o MaCaW interments in the Mim.breS Valley (Car.neror.] Creek,. Galaz, ’Epuerr,?glg\cl)v?\?v%t;ﬁII\:I]L(J;.s,eal:]rg,el\élr?;%?arﬁ)t/ljae}l/seosr\&ll\i/{ﬁhaelPool,Kathryn Putsavage, BarbaraRoth, Will Russell, Jakob Sedig, Kari Schmidt, Christopher
native Southwestern Accipitridae, Falconidae, Corvidae, and « Interments abundant AD 550-1130 at the Mimbres Valley sites of Elk Ridge and NAN Old Town) and upper Gila (Wind Mountain, Gila Cliff Dwellings)
Odontophoridae; Meleagris gallopavo (either wild or domestic); Ranch; also found at Old Town * Parrot interments in the Mimbres Valley (Cameron Creek, Galaz,
and imported Psittacidae from areas to the south. « Afew interments in the Upper Gila area (Wind Mountain and Fornholt) Treasure Hill) and upper Gila (Curtis site, Gila Cliff Dwellings) @ Archaeology SO“thweSt
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