Tucson’s Origins (2011)

This visualization ties modern and historic photography to illustrate Tucson’s historic and ancient roots.
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Chuk Son to Tucson: Exploring 4000 Years of Human Experience in the Tucson Basin through the Digital Humanities
Douglas W. Gann - Center for Desert Archaeology

Abstract San Agustin Mission & Early Agricultural Period Deposits The Tucson Presidio and Hohokam Houses Reconsidering Physical Reconstructions

The past ten years of archaeological research in the Tucson Basin has revealed unexpected levels of detail about the nature
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The reconstruction shares the
past in ways that other forms of
interpretation cannot.

RESULTS OF 2002-2003 EXCAVATIONS
AT THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THE

TUCSON PRESIDIO (ca. 1780's-1850s)

Project Background

It all seemed so simple, so very logical. By 1999, it was known that downtown Tucson was a persistent place that had been the
scene of almost 2,000 years of near continual occupation. It was thought that a downtown revitalization effort could use
archaeological data to restore a sense of Tucson’s place in space and time. Museums, reconstructions of historic and ancient
architecture, and private development would breathe new life into a tited and depressed downtown economy. A funding AD 1850 painting of the mission from the
mechanism was identified, presented to the voters, and the Rio Nuevo project was approved by an overwhelming majority of Bartlett expedition.
voters. The archaeological research that would form the foundation of the project was conducted, and it generated many surprising

findings that pushed back the date of agriculture and agricultural villages in the Tucson Basin by an additional 2,000 years.

Guest Opinion: Convento reconstruction inauthenic, inadvisable

I am against the reconstruction of the Convento (and the Presidio wall) because it is inauthentic.
The exact location of the Convento is not known, the building materials and construction systems
will not be authentic to the original 18th-century building, and the spatial experience of the
building will be compromised due to contemporary accessibility standards, not to mention other
code requirements, such as fire sprinklers and air conditioning.

All that will be left is a full-scale model of the building — a Disneyland-esque icon representing
the political and economic values of the 21st century more than the cultural and technological
values of the 18th century.

David Yubeta, the pre- eminent adobe testoration expert who works for the National Park Service's Overview of the project area, showing
Tumacacori National Monument and who coined the term "designer ruin," was asked to work

on these projects for the city of Tucson. He told me that he chose not to, because the projects
were not incotporating authentic building materials, nor construction techniques appropriate

for their historic period.

He's not the only person who feels this way. The National Park Service and the International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) have codified standards that dismiss reconstruction
outright due primarily to issues of authenticity. If these internationally recognized agencies don't
support the reconstruction of historic monuments, why should the city of Tucson?

I am a dedicated preservationist and I do want to honor the Convento site in a way that is a
appropriate to interpret Tucson's pluralistic heritage.

In this site's richly layered history, I'm also afraid that the story of the Convento's slow demise
and ultimate demolition by a generation more concerned with city building than the

ptreservation of our heritage will not be told, thus condemning future generations to repeat its
action (e.g., Marist College and Tumamoc Hill).

I don't believe you need to rebuild a full-scale model of a building to interpret and honor that
history. In the same way that, thanks to the Vietnam Memorial, we don't need to build statuary
monuments to honor the casualties of wat.

The architectural firm for the Convento project is more than capable of creating a contemporary
landscape that honors, informs and interprets this complex site without reconstructing a building.
Do we have so little confidence in contemporary design that we restrict ourselves to only
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Period pit-house remains.

the location of the mission and mission
garden project.

And then the project was killed by bumbling political buteaucracy.

The mayor and city managers did not believe that historical museums and archaeological parks could ever generate significant
heritage tourism. The interpretive projects that were permitted to proceed were placed in the hands of architects who lacked any
training or understanding of best practices in historical ot archaeological interpretation. Crucial planning efforts were repeated,
repeatedly, until over 200 million dollars had been spent on museums and parks that would never be constructed.

Excavations at Las Capas in 2010
illustrate Eatly Agricultural

Meanwhile, archaeological research at nearby Early Agricultural Period villages exposed dramatic evidence of ancient farming
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authentic monuments to its Hispanic and Native heritage in Mission San Xavier. In addition to its
internationally significant architecture, it represents the continuity of place for the O'odham people
that the Convento complex will never achieve with its site. ] i i
Authenticity is proven worldwide by a general rule of heritage tourism: If it is an authentic e architects cribbed, creating an|
expetience inaccurate portrayal of the past.
for the local population, the tourists will come. This is what makes San Xavier a successful

The physical structure is as nearly
petfect as the Autocad model that the
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Tucson Basin. The Center for Desert Archaeology has begun a long-term effort to build a true virtual museum that will utilize
new media tools and techniques to demonstrate what Rio Nuevo could have been and, more importantly, share a fascinating
account that will allow those living in and near Tucson to understand their place in a four-thousand-year continuum of human
existence in this region.
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destination rather than the failed "build it and the tourists will come" proposed mega-projects
that have defined Rio Nuevo's eight-year history.
As the city of Tucson transitions out of Rio Nuevo and into a new identity as

Reconstructions are utilized all over

Desert Archaeology Inc. re-excavated this corner in 2003, locating the deposits that Haury had
first identified, as well as a time capsule left by a local newspaper publisher. The time capsule

contained a sarcastic message about Tucson’s lack of a preservation ethic or appreciation of its Downtown Redevelopment, let's remove the hype and make authenticity the new standard. with an interested public. Tucson’s |
history. foray into this topic indicates that|

such projects can be successful, |

o but difficult to accomplish
mission garden wall was reconstructed. Was Mt. Jeffery Correct? cotrectly.

Photograph of presidio excavations. Sampling units had to be measured in
parking spaces as only 14 spaces could be opened for testing. Surprisingly,
preservation beneath the asphalt was nearly perfect.
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Fading Between Time Periods in Tucson (2003)

This visualization utilizes known landmarks to situate the viewer in familiar spaces in order to share the layering of deposits beneath downtown Tucson.




