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ABSTRACT

Between October 2000 and January 2003, Desert
Archaeology, Inc., conducted archaeological inves-
tigations at seven locations for the City of Tucson as
part of the Rio Nuevo Archaeology project. The City
of Tucson plans to revitalize the downtown area, in-
cluding the re-creation of the historic San Agustín
Mission and the Spanish Presidio fortress, as well as
the construction of new homes and businesses. Ex-
cavations were conducted to either provide basic data
for planned reconstructions, or to mitigate the effects
of development.

Hundreds of cultural features were excavated,
with more than 160,000 artifacts recovered. This work
documented 4,100 years of occupation and 3,500
years of irrigated agriculture in the floodplain of the
Santa Cruz River just west of downtown Tucson,
Arizona. Well-preserved remains of the late eigh-
teenth century Spanish period mission and mission

gardens were also revealed on the western side of
the river, as was a portion of the Tucson Presidio,
founded in 1775, on the eastern side. Territorial pe-
riod features and artifacts could be associated with
Chinese gardeners and residents of a boardinghouse.
These findings establish Tucson as one of the oldest
continuously occupied settlements in the United
States.

Public interest in the project was high, with an
estimated 5,000 visitors during the course of field-
work. Exhibits at the Arizona Historical Society,
Southern Arizona Division, museum brought the Rio
Nuevo project to a much larger audience.

The 22 chapters and two appendices of this re-
port summarize the results of fieldwork, providing
descriptions of archaeological features and analyses
of the artifact assemblages recovered during the
project.
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